
Tennessee Champion’s 
Fact Sheet 2002 

 
 

Champion or Co-Champion Trees  219 
National Champions in Tennessee  31 

Species with Champion Trees   201 
Species without Champion Trees  62 

 
 
Tree Trivia 

Tallest Champion    Northern Red Oak  172 feet 

Shortest Champion    Japanese Yew   9 feet 

Largest Circumference Champion     Baldcypress   344 inches 

Largest Crown Spread Champion  Willow Oak   143 feet 

Champion with the Most Points  Cherrybark Oak  485 points 

Champion with the Fewest Points  Prickly Common Ash  17 points 

 
County Data 

Counties with Champions   44 

Counties without Champions   51 

 
Top 5 Counties for Champions 

  1. Knox   32 
  2. Fayette & Giles  26  
  3. Shelby   25 
  4. Davidson   17 
  5. Sevier   13 
 
Owner & Nominator Facts 

Owners with the most trees 
  1. Great Smoky Mountains National Park  25 
  2. University of Tennessee    16 
  3. Meeman-Shelby State Park    11 
 

Top 5 Nominators 
  1. David Smith    50 
  2. Jim Cortese     34 
  3. Dwayne Estes    29 
  4. Will Blozan     13 
  5. Mark Hackney & Bruce Kauffman  8 
 



1985 Champions that are still Champions in 2002 

Please note that these measurements are the ones from 1985.   

 Circumference 
(inches) 

Height 
(feet) 

Spread 
(feet) 

Total Points 
(1985) 

Alder, Black 
Alnus glutinosa 

31 55 29 93 

     
Ash, Green 
Fraxinus pennsyslvanica 

219 64 87 305 

     
Aspen, Big Tooth 
Populus grandidentata 

111 65 55 190 

     
Birch, River 
Betula nigra 

188 90 26 304 

     
Birch, Yellow 
Betula alleghaniensis 

149 77 50 239 

     
Catalpa, Northern 
Catalpa speciosa 

189 88 69 294 

     
Dogwood, Flowering 
Cornus florida 

84 31 43 126 

     
Elm, September 
Ulmus serotina 

91 84 58 190 

     
Fir, Fraser 
Abies fraseri 

101 78 38 189 

     
Fringetree, Chinese 
Chionanthus retusus 

25 25 23 56 

     
Goldenraintree 
Koelreuteria paniculata 

69 44 35 122 

     
Hawthorn, Washington 
Crataegus phaenopyrum 

54 33 39 87 

     
Hickory, Red 
Carya glabra var. odorata 

132 140 62 298 

     
Magnolia, Southern 
Magnolia grandiflora 

185 66 79 272 

     
Monkey Puzzle 
Araucaria araucana 

34 45 25 85 

     



1985 Champions that are still Champions in 2002 

Please note that these measurements are the ones from 1985.   

Oak, English 
Quercus robur 

102 45 46 159 

     
Oak, White 
Quercus alba 

268 93 118 391 

     
Osage-Orange 
Maclura pomifera 

240 61 84 322 

     
Pagodatree, Japanese 
Sophora japonica 

44 40 30 92 

     
Pecan 
Carya illinoinensis 

231 143 115 403 

     
Pine, Longleaf 
Pinus palustris 

55 77 31 140 

     
Pine, Shortleaf 
Pinus echinata 

120 113 47 245 

     
Pine, Slash 
Pinus elliottii 

55 81 30 144 

     
Poplar, Balsam 
Populus balsamifera 

53 76 33 137 

     
Walnut, Black 
Juglans nigra 

156 93 95 273 

     
Willow, Black 
Salix nigra 

184 75 65 275 

     
Witchhazel 
Hamamelis virginiana 

12 24 21 41 

     
Zelkova, Japanese 
Zelkova serrata 

60 63 31 131 

     
 
 
 


